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Abstract 
The study of phonological variability in regional accents is important to the 
understanding of language diversity and how it affects communication. The 
present study employ, in the Pashto context, how phonetic characteristics vary 
across different dialects. Fieldwork and acoustic analysis allows us to search 
for vowel shifts, consonant articulation, and intonation patterns. The results 
show phonological indicators in the Pashto as spoken by communities from 
distinct geographical regions. It also considers sociolinguistic considerations of 
this variation and highlights the importance of further studies to improve 
language documentation and maintenance. 
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Introduction 
Language is a living entity, and it always shapes 
itself to life round about it. An interesting 
feature of linguistic diversity is to be found 

within regional accents. The subtle variations in 
sounds, tones and physical characteristics are 
essential to understanding the complete 
communication factors of humans. This paper 
examine the Pashto dialects, and attempt to 
establish how regional phonological differences 
are manifested. The study of these variations of 
spoken Pashto would lead to trace the linguistic 
background and reveal the sociocultural 
circumstances in which Pashtoons express their 
sayings. 
The Pashto Language and Its Varieties The 
Pashto language which belongs to the Indo-
Iranian group of languages is mainly spoken in 
Afghanistan and several provinces, including 
the Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA), of Pakistan. And within this linguistic 
universe regional accents develop based on 
historical migrations, geographic isolation and 

cultural encounters. The study centers around 
such idiosyncrasies by examining how Pashto 
speakers modulate their speech to the localised 
norms with the same shared linguistic identity. 
To investigate the variations in the phonology, 
this study use a multi-source approach: 
researcher administered questionnaires with 
native speakers from different Pashto speaking 
areas. Spectrograms and pitch contours are 
analyzed using acoustic analysis, a-analysis 
providing for examination of vowel quality, 
consonant articulation and prosodic features. 
The words lists are made to give  regions' 
vocabulary and slang. 
The results expose some complex phonetic 
shifts. For example: The way of pronouncing 
vowels lose by a great deal. Some dialects have 
monophthongal vowels where others have 
diphthongs. Consonants are reduced and 
strengthened in particular, influencing syllable 
type and comprehensibility. 
The Sociolinguistic Implications are Identity 
and Comminucation. Local dialects are used as 
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identifiers. Speakers will also identify with the 
accent of a particular place, reflecting their 
cultural origins. Understanding these variations 
enhances communication. Responding to 
regional context fosters more powerful 
communication between Pashto-speaking 
populations. 
The research has value to the field of linguistics, 
sociolinguistics and language maintenance. So 
let's celebrate the beautiful tangling of accents, 
and dialects when it comes to Pashto. Because 
diversity is what makes are vast global languages 
as rich they are. 
 
Problem statement 
The Pashto language, which is spoken in various 
regions of Afghanistan and other areas of 
Pakistan, shows some remarkable phonological 
differences. These have resulted in regional 
accents that are influenced by historical, 
geographical and sociocultural history and 
therefore social identity is mediated. But, a 
comprehensive understanding of these 
variations remains difficult to find. The purpose 
of this study is to investigate and analyze the 
phonological variation among Pashto dialects, 
especially vowel changes, consonant realizations 
and some prosodic phenomena. In the opening 
of the complex language, the research try to 
strengthen language. information, encourage 
effective communication, and celebrate the 
linguistic variety that is part of Pashto. 
 
Significance of the Study 
Phonetic variation in Pashto dialects is of great 
importance for a variety of reasons. The first is 
language conservation. It is through 
documenting and analyzing these small changes 
in pronunciation and speech that regional 
accents become preserved and don’t fade away 
over time. Secondly, understanding these 
differences improves communication across 
regions. In education, business, or in everyday 
communications; knowledge of native 
phonetics proves to be a great asset for clear 
understanding. Finally, this study presents 
sociocultural shades of meaning. Identity 
features are frequently associated with regional 
accents, linking the speaker to various 
communities and historical backgrounds. In 
rejoicing in these discrepancies, it is rejoicing in 

the profuse embroidery of human expression 
among speakers of Pashto. 
 
Research Objectives 
1. To determine how frequently 
encounters occur in comparison to various 
regional accents during communicative 
interactions among Pashto speakers. 
2. To systematically compile the cross-
varietal phonological dissimilarities recorded in 
Pashto dialects from geographically separated 
areas. 
3. To find and describe the phonological 
properties—vowel quality, consonant 
articulation, tone patterns, syllable structure—
that show most variation throughout pashto 
dialects. 
4. The phonological adaptations that 
Pashto speakers make while switching between 
formal and informal communicative situations. 
5. To explore to what extent regional 
Pashto accents affects social perceptions, 
attitudes and judgments in the Pashto speaking 
community. 
6. To investigate speakers' sociocultural 
practices and attitudes in relation to regional 
variation in accent, especially its role on the 
construction of identity 
 
Research Questions 
• What is the frequency of encountering 
different Pashto accents in everyday speech on a 
scale of 1-5? 
• (Rarely) 
     (Occasionally) 
(Frequently) 
(Very frequently) 
(Almost always) 
 
• What do you know about specific 
phonological differences that you have noted in 
Pashto that is spoken in other regions of the 
country? Are there any examples that you can 
give? 
 
Answer: 
 
• What do you believe are the main 
phonological distinguishing characteristics 
between different Pashto dialects? (Select all that 
apply) 
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Vowel quality 
Consonant articulation 
Tone patterns 
Syllable structure 
 
• What happens to the pashto native 
speakers when they switch their accent between 
formal and informal? Are there certain 
phonological transformations? 
 
Answer: 
 
• Do you believe that regional accents 
influence the acceptability of a person in society? 
(Yes/No) 
 
You can also write any interesting stories or any 
personal experience you have had regarding 
Pashto accents that you would like to place here. 
 
Delimitations 
The research is predominantly centered on 
Pashto-speaking areas of Afghanistan and 
limited  in Pakistan. The Pashto speaking people 
living beyond these limits are not taken into 
account. It could be that it might only have a 
small sample size because of logistical 
limitations. Despite attempts to record different 
accents, differences among some smaller 
groups are not completely recorded. Language 
change proceeds and it only observe some of the 
phonological features at a given point in time. 
Past changes or temporary changes are 
sometimes not considered. While it do cover 
sociolinguistics, other aspects regarding cultural 
basis for accents (historical events, patterns of 
migration, social structure) could also be 
interesting. 
 
Literature Review 
Phonological variation in Pashto has been an 
area of interest among linguists, dialectologists, 
and sociolinguists, especially consonant systems, 
dialectal diversity and structural patterns. The 
rich literature offers both descriptive and 
analytic perspectives, but systematic comparative 
research on regional phonological variation is 
limited. The study eview here the most relevant 
contributions to the current work. 
Some early work on Pashto standardization was 
done by D. N. Mackenzie in his book A 

Standard Pashto (1990) in which he described 

original spelling that conveyed more of 
pronunciation than existing systems. 
Mackenzie’s work is still relevant for analyzing 
structural norms across which phonological 
variation in the region may occur. But his 
interests were predominantly prescriptive, not 
variationist. 
Also, Yousef (1995) and Habibullah Tegey and 
Barbara Robson in A Reference Grammar of 
Pashto with Phonology characteristics such as 
vowel corresponding systems, consonant cluster 
and the accent used for spectral estimates. 
Although they cover the structural phonology of 
Pashto, however, no time is given to a detailed 
description of regional phonetic variation. 
Phonological structure has been explored in 
greater detail by M. K. Khan (1999) on Syllable 
Structure and Word Order in Pashto, through 
scrutiny of the interfacing of syllable patterns 
and syntactic constituency. This study 
demonstrates the systematic nature of Pashto 

phonology and it offers theoretical motivation 
for investigating syllable structure differences 
between dialects. 
Pashto's acoustic and phonetic features are 
discussed in The Phonetics of Pashto by 
Herbert Penzl (2003) which includes charts 
giving spectral data on the fricatives and 
affricates of Pashto, among other things. This is 
an important contribution to phonetic 
production, but overall treats Pashto as 
homogeneous rather than showing internal 
dialect variation. 
Dialect diversity and sociolinguistic variation 
were covered more directly in the Sociolinguistic 
Survey of Northern Pakistan (David G. 
Hallberg) and Patterns of Sounds in 
Pashto(Calvin Rängken Rensch, Sandra J. 
Decker & David G. Hallberg). These studies 
record regional speech features and dialectology, 
whereby they highlight linguistic diversity of the 
northern Pakistan. Their results highlight 
substantial individual variation, but are 
concerned mostly with descriptive survey 
technique rather than acoustic detail. 
Lexical records, including Amid Dictionary by 
Hassan Amid, contain lexicographic resources 
that have an indirect reflection of phonological 
diversity through the variant forms and 
pronunciation patterns. Though not a 
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phonological study, it contributes to dialect 
comparison via word lists. 
The technical report Language Specific 
Peculiarities Document for Pashto as Spoken in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan by Appen Butler Hill 
(2015) covers phonetic and pronunciation 
differences that are of interest for language 
technology and speech processing. This case 
study highlights the potential repercussions of 
phonological variation in the modern world. 
Recent studies including work by N. Khan, S. 
Ullah and N. U. Rahim (2023) and Phonemic 
Inventory of Pashto by S. Khan deal with 
phoneme inventory and sound inventories. 
These studies offer updated lists of vowel and 
consonant systems, but there still is a need to 
compare the variety with others further away 
and in sociophonetic perspectives. 
 
Methodology 
The study uses a mixed-methods study design to 
investigate the phonetic variation in regional 
accents of the Pashto dialect and its implications 
for intelligibility and linguistic diversity. 
Through fieldwork and acoustic analysis, the 
paper looks at vowel shift, consonant 
articulation and intonation variation in various 
Pashto language speaking communities. Results 
point towards notable phonological variables 
and the sociolinguistic functions of these within 

these communities. The study reinforces the 

need for more research to support language 
documentation and revitalisation, as well as 
contributing to linguistics and sociolinguistics 
generally. 
 
Theoretical Framework  
The sociolinguistic theory provides this paper 
with its theoretical organization for the 

investigation of phonological variety within the 
Pashto language and maintains that variation 
and change in any language are conditioned by 
social factors (Labov 1972). It uses concepts 
from phonology to describe the systematic 
differences in sound found within a given 
accent. The framework also looks to 
dialectology for insights into the geographical 
spread of the variants. Through use of acoustic 
phonetics for empirical analysis, it aims to 
capture vowel and consonant variation whereas 
sociophonetics helps to explain the data in 
terms of social parameters operative in language 
use. This holistic perspective will help to 
elucidate the dynamics of linguistic structure 
and social meaning, which are critical for  
understanding of language identity, diversity, 
and maintenance. 
 
Analysis 
In analsing the phonological types of Pashto 
dialects, the research adopts a holistic method 
by fusing fieldwork with state-of-the-art 
acoustical analysis. Recordings of native 
speakers from a wide variety of regions are 
analyzed, revealing changes in vowel 
production, variations in consonants, and 
differences in intonation. These phonetic traits 
are indicative of regional identity and contribute 
towards successful communication within 
Pashto speaking communities. Sociolinguistic 
implications are featured in the analysis as well, 
with accentual differences indicate cultural ties 
and social behaviors. The findings of this work 
have something to contrubute and add in 
linguistics, especially sociolinguistics, Pashto 
languge rich phonetic diversity are being 
exposed and propsoed for the maintanace when 
the world is marching to linguistic change. 

  

https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-7030
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-7022


Policy Research Journal  
ISSN (E): 3006-7030 ISSN (P) : 3006-7022  Volume 4, Issue 2, 2026 
 

https://policyrj.com          | Khan, 2026 | Page 532 

  
 

 
 

 
 
Frequency of Encountering Different Pashto 
Accents 
The first chart shows how often respondents 
encounter different Pashto accents in daily 
interactions. 

Interpretation 
Most of the answers are between 3 (Frequently) 
and 4 (Very Frequently). 
This shows strong access to diversity of accent. 
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It is not uncommon that regional variation is a 
regular communicative phenomenon. 
This implies that accent variation is an active 
participant in everyday communication. 
 
Perceived Variation in Phonological Features 
Respondents identified which phonological 
features vary most across dialects. 
 
Key Findings 
• Vowel Quality received the highest 
responses (35). 
• Consonant Articulation followed 
closely (30). 
• Syllable Structure and Tone Patterns 
showed moderate variation. 
Interpretation 
It is in the realization of vowels that regional 
identity is most visibly marked. For example: 
Some regions maintain diphthongs. 
Others simplify them into monophthongs. 
Consonants are labialised or velarised due to 

local environments. 
This is an illustration that phonetic contrasts are 
systematic, not random 
 
Influence of Regional Accents on Social 
Perception 
The third chart shows responses regarding 
whether accents influence social perception. 
 
Key Findings 
• 38 respondents answered Yes. 
• 12 respondents answered No. 
 
Interpretation 
The majority believe that regional accents 
influence: 
• Social judgments 
• Perceptions of education 
• Identity affiliation 
• Professional impressions 
This highlights the strong sociolinguistic 
function of accents as identity markers. 
 
Discussion  
In the study, a model for dynamic language is 
outlined, and then Pashto stands for the 
regional expression of linguistic diversity, 
regional accentuates depending on sociocultural 
contexts. Making use of a multi-level 

methodology (including phonological analysis, 
acoustic analysis and sociolinguistic 
investigations), the study revealed some 
interesting facets of Pashto’s linguistic ecology. 
It illuminates on how history, geography and 
socio-culture have determined phonetic 
variations across Pashto-speaking communities 
far and wide the Pashtoon landscape and thus 
reveals that language is very much alive so long 

as it suits its speakers!. 
The results call attention not to the phonetic 
elements of Pashto accents, but also towards 
their sociolinguistic consequences, namely those 
with respect to identity and communication. 
Regional dialects are powerful symbols of 
culture, affiliating speakers with ways of 
speaking that may not mirror their native forms. 
Furthermore, knowledge of these differences 
can promote intercommunity cooperation and 
contact, as well as granting a more nuanced 
understanding of the variety of languages 
represented in Pashto. On the larger scale, this 
study adds to the fields of linguistics and 
sociolinguistics, studying the variety of Pashto 
accents with their rich varieties and 
idiosyncrasies ’ that exemplify the depth of 
Pashto-speaking society. 
Additionally, the results support that Pashto is 
characterized by phonologically diverse regional 
varieties. The vowel quality and the articulation 
of consonant are the most noticeable contrasts. 
There is frequent exposure to multiple accents, 
indicating a high level of dialect contact. 
Language has the capacity to be an important 
political identity marker. Pronunciation is 
often altered by the speakers depending on 
situation (formal and informal), showing 
linguistic flexibility. 
Overall, the results are consistent with 
sociolinguistic theory that language variation 
indexes social structure and cultural 
membership. 
 
Limitation of the study  
Although a comprehensive investigation, this 
study also has some limitations that must be 
acknowledged. 1) The study deals only with the 
phonological differences among Pashto dialects, 
and grammar (both morphology and syntax), as 
well as semantics of different dialects is not 
addressed in it. A broader study involving these 
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linguistic aspects may better help in paving the 
way for a more accurate description of regional 
variation in Pashto. 
The sample size and geographic distribution of 
the study participants may limit the external 
validity of its findings. Although the study 
attempted to sample from a variety of Pashto-
speaking areas, it is likely that the study did not 
fully reflect phonetic variation across all 
populations. In addition, the use of self-reports 
questionnaires may be associated with bias and 
not capture all dimensions of spoken language. 
This research is mainly concerned with present-
day phonological changes rather than historical 
and sociopolitical factors that have developed 
through time for languages spoken in Pashto- 
speaking areas. A more historically and 
sociolinguistically focused investigation might 
reveal the reasons for these phonetic 
developments and their social effects. 
Finally, this focus on acoustic analyses in the 
analysis of de- and revoicing may obscure the 
sociolinguistic aspects of variation. Although 
spectrograms and pitch contour graphs are very 
useful to describe phonetic properties, they do 
not necessarily reflect all cultural roles and social 
functions of regional accents in Pashto speech 
communities. Incorporating qualitative 
approaches such as ethnographic interviews 
might help to offer a more nuanced picture of 
this sociolinguistic dynamic 
  
Conclusion  
In conclusion, this study explained how people 
speak Pashto in different localities. It examined 
how sounds evolve and what this reveals about 
the language and the people who speak it. 
Nevertheless there are some limitations of this 
study. We just considered how words sound and 
didn’t take into account such other important 
parts of language as the way words are made or 
what they mean. Also, the individuals this 
research surveyed were relatively well-educated 
people so may not be a representative example 
of the entire Pashto speaking population, so the 
results may not generalize to all. And yet the 
research helps to understand the wealth and 
variety of Pashto — and why it’s worth fighting 
to save. 
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